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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

[Xl 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

^ 2. The references were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 
10/073,857, filed February 14, 2002, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 
35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 




John W. Fitzpatrick 
Registration No. 4 1 ,0 1 8 



JAO:JWF/ldg 



Date: December 31, 2003 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111969.01 


APPLICATION NO. 
Rule 53(b) Divisional of 
Application No. 10/073,857 


APPLICANTS) 
Atsushi UMEDA 


FILING DATE 
December 31, 2003 


PRIOR GROUP 
2834 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






5,122,705 


6/1992 


Kusase et al. 










5,998,903 


12/1999 


Umeda et al. 










5,955,810 


9/1999 


Umeda et al. 










5,444,355 


8/1995 


Kaneyuki et al. 










4,710,661 


12/1987 


Gjota 










5,686,774 


11/1997 


Slavik et al. 










5,936,326 


8/1999 


Umeda et al. 






FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 






EP0 18 835 Al 


11/1980 


Europe 










DE 32 02 958 Al w/ cone. exp. 


8/1983 


Germany 










0 534 153 Al 


3/1993 


Europe 










0 828 335 Al 


3/1998 


Europe w/ Abstract 




















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 


































EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: December 3 L 2003 
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Form PTO-1449 
(REV. 8-83) 



US Dept. of Commerce 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111969.01 



APPLICATION NO. 
Rule 53(b) Divisional of 
Application No. 10/073,857 



APPLICANT(S) 
Atsushi UMEDA 



FILING DATE 
December 31, 2003 



PRIOR GROUP 
2834 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



4,144,470 



3/1979 



Auinger 



6,469,413 Bl 



10/2002 



Oohashi et al. 



5,825,111 



10/1998. 



Fei 



5,122,705 



6/1992 



Kusase et al. 



6,326,715 Bl 



12/2001 



Asao et al. 



5,559,385 



9/1996 



Yalovega et al. 



4,710,661 



12/1987 



Gjota 



4,910,421 



3/1990 



VanSchaick et al. 



5,270,602 



12/1993 



Takehara 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: December 31, 2003 



